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Last week in my reading I came across the healing of the 
demon possessed man in the region of the Gerasenes (Luke 
8:26-39).  The man had many demons, Jesus gave these 
demons permission to leave the man and enter a nearby 
herd of pigs, and the pigs, now demon possessed 
themselves, ran down a steep bank into the sea and were all 
drowned.  Upon seeing such a miraculous healing and 

demonstration of Jesus' power over demonic authority, the people ultimately rejected Jesus and asked 
Him to leave.   

There is a lot of neat stuff in that story, but the part that struck me is what happened at the end.  
After all this happened, the man who had been demon possessed, now completely healed, wanted to 
go with Jesus.  He wanted to follow Jesus wherever Jesus went.  I don't blame him.  He will forever be 
remembered in his home town as the out-of-control man with the demons.  People will probably reject 
him everywhere he goes in that area, remembering what he did and who he used to be.  We do tend 
to dwell on the past.  While we know of the change taking place in ourselves, we often struggle to 
recognize that change in others. 

What is significant to me about this part of the story is that while this area had rejected Jesus and 
asked Him to leave, Jesus still had a plan for this region.  When the man begged to go with Jesus, 
Jesus' response to him was, "Return home and tell how much God has done for you." The man 
wanted to follow Jesus, and Jesus told him to go home and be a witness of what you have seen God 
do in your life. 

Why I think this is so significant is that if we really want to follow Jesus today, I think He's going to 
tell us the same thing, "Go home and be a witness of what you see God doing in your life." 

To be a witness means to tell other people what you saw.  It doesn't mean you have to be an expert 
in the Bible.  You don't have to memorize passages.  You don't have to have a ton of tracts to explain 
how to come to Christ.  You just have to know what Christ has done for you.  You have to see Christ's 
hand at work in your life.  And you have to be willing to share that with others.  

To see what Jesus is doing in your life you have to know Jesus.  You have to spend time with Him 
in a daily quiet time.  You have to spend time in His Word.  You have to speak to Him, and let Him 
speak to you.  And when you do, He will reveal what He is doing, and you will know it is Him.  And you 
can share what you see.  That's what it is to be a witness.  We avoid witnessing because we don’t 
think we’re evangelists.  But that's not what it means to be a witness.  We just tell what we see Jesus 
doing.  People who don't believe really just want to know if Jesus can make a difference for them. 
They want to know if He can make a difference with what they’re struggling with.   

The people of the Gerasene region had rejected Jesus.  Jesus' response was to send one person to 
be a witness.  It's impossible to know for sure what affect he had, but Jesus knows that one person 
most certainly can make a difference.  And if you really want to follow Him, He's going to ask you to be 
a witness of what you've seen, so that you can make a difference, too. 
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DIACONATE BOARD 

 
Pastor will be away for the first two Sundays in September.  Please contact 
a member of the Diaconate Board in his absence.  Diaconate contacts for 
the month of September are Pam Russell at 607-734-5669 and Harmon 
Dudash at 570-888-4421.   
  
Thank you to Paul and Linda Talley for leading us in two days of worship.  

Please continue to pray for the Talley's ministry. 
  
Has God been calling you to minister by lending a helping hand?  There is a special 
request to build a ramp for one of our neighbors and church family.  If you would like 
to help, the day of the build will be October 3rd.  Larue Dudash will be directing the 
volunteers in what to do.  Carpenter experience is not required, however a servant's 
heart is most preferred! 
  
A special thank you to Lynda Cooper and Sally Harden for their music ministry well 
filling in for Elaine while she is was on vacation.  We really appreciate your willingness to share 
your gifts. 
  
Diaconate will be planning for a special Men's Banquet this fall.  Word is Camouflage Attire and 
Big Fish stories may be welcomed.  More to be announced soon....... 
  

Please pray for our students as they begin a new school year, our 
teachers as they prepare to teach and out parents as they begin to 
worry.  God has His little ones, big and small, child or adult, in his 
hands.  Do you feel his presence?  Look to his word and learn 
something new! 
  

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 

 Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still; teach the righteous and they will add to their 

learning.  Proverbs 9:9 

NEWS FROM THE 
BOARDS 

tel:607-734-5669
tel:570-888-4421


 
 

During the summer months, our Junior Youth Group as been busy with a Bonfire Get together and 
playing miniature golf.  The group continues to grow.  Thanks go out to Jim and Lynda Sindoni for 
leading this group.   
 
     The need for volunteers for Junior Church and nursery continues.  Consider signing up for a 
Sunday. 
 
     The church carnival held the Sunday before Vacation Bible School was a big success.    Our 
Waverly neighbors enjoyed a Sunday afternoon in the park playing a variety of games and activities.  
This year's event was coordinated with the Missions committee and Valley for Christ outreach.  
Thanks go out to Rosalyn Dudash and her team of volunteers and the Missions Committee for 
making this event enjoyable for all who attended. 
 
     The week following the Carnival, we hosted Vacation Bible School.  An average of more than 40 
children attended each night.  Thank you to Leroy Woodruff and his team for coordinating the nightly 
events and to those who donated food.  Thank you to the children who attended and donated 139 
food items to the Valley Food Pantry!!   
      
Rally Day with Eric Guttierrez aka The Balloon Man is Sunday, August 30.  A church family picnic will 
be held at Round Top Park following morning worship.  Bring a dish to pass and table service.  Meat 
and beverage will be provided.  

  
  Those returning to the classroom this fall are invited to bring their 
backpacks with them on Rally Day.  We will have a Blessing of the 
Backpacks time during morning worship.    
 
 
 

Board of Trustees did not meet in the month of August.  The next scheduled meeting 

will be September 10th.  



 
 

 

The Choir at First Baptist Church is made 

up of some of the friendliest, loving people you'll ever 
meet! We make it a point to nurture a "family atmosphere" 
among us, but make no mistake – we love lifting up our 
Lord through Worship!   At practice led by Elaine Daddona 
on Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. you'll enjoy awesome 
fellowship, learn more about how music and your voice 
function, sing some of the most exciting songs you'll  ever 
hear, be refreshed spiritually, and enjoy a "heaping 
helping" of good, old-fashioned fun! 

 

Kid’s Choir is for children who love to sing praises to God and like to have fun.  Children who 

are 3-8 years old are welcome to come.  Our choir sings at the 11:00 a.m. service at least once a 
month.  Kid's Choir practices on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m.  Lynette Felt is the director. 

 

VALLEY FOOD PANTRY 

   
Summer has been a busy time at the Valley Food Pantry.  June and July donations totaled 76 items. 
Our VBS children added 139 additional food items!!  Thank you 
to everyone who has donated.  Our gifts are greatly appreciated.  
September is Breakfast Month, October will be Dinner in a Box 
Month and November will be Canned Pasta Month.  Keep an eye 
open for sales on pancake mix, syrup, macaroni and cheese, 
Hamburger Helper, spaghettios and ravioli.  Canned Fruit is 
always needed. 
 
 

 
 Operation Christmas Child:    What fits in an 

11.5"x6"x4.5" shoebox?  Lots of things!  A small shoebox can have 
a big impact.  Have you started collecting items for this year's 
Operation Christmas Child Campaign?  Tooth brushes, toothpaste, 
crayons, and washcloths for 90+ boxes have been donated.  
Additional large quantity donations will be announced as they come 
in.  Boxes will be available soon.  Return date for filled shoeboxes 

AROUND THE CHURCH 



is Sunday, November 8. 
 

 First Fruits Creative Ministries practices Tuesday nights at 6:30 p.m. 

in the fellowship hall and begins their fall season on September 15th.  Join us for 
an uplifting time of fellowship and sharing of God’s love.  Anyone 12 years old or 
older are welcome to join!  We have an exciting season planned. 
 

  

Prayer meetings 
are held on Tuesday 
nights at 6:30 p.m.  This 
is for anyone interested 
in praying for the church 

and community, and specific families and 
needs as they arise.  We welcome all to join 
us in this important ministry. 
 
 

Annual Men’s 
Bigger Breakfast 
Corning First 

Baptist will be hosting the Living Waters 
Association Men’s gathering on Saturday 
September 19th at 9 a.m. Reservations 
need to be in by September 1st.  See Rich 
or Leroy to save your place  We will meet in 
the church parking lot at 8:15 a.m. to car 
pool.   

 

Men’s Fellowship & Breakfast - 
All men are invited to breakfast and fellowship 

at Bren’s Restaurant.  The 
next men’s breakfast will be 
Sept 26th at 8:00 a.m.  The 
men will be meeting at the 
church parking lot at 730 for 
all those who wish to car 

pool.  See Rex Paris. 
 
 

September 12th at 1:30 
p.m. Ladies Fellowship 
 
September 13th After 
Church Coffee Hour- Ice 
Cream  Floats 
 

September 19th Fellowship Spaghetti Dinner – 
Time to be announced (Please bring your own 
table service) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your gifts to God’s work are 
greatly appreciated. 

 

 



 
Amplify enjoyed their summer retreat.  First we spent a day enjoying Hershey Park.   They enjoyed 
everything from roller coasters to water rides.  It was beautiful weather all weekend.    On the 
second day we went to see "Joseph" at the Sight and Sound theater.  It was a great show and is 
highly recommended by Amplify.  They did a great job of showing how God worked in Joseph's life 
and how his family and friends were touched by his faithfulness.     
 
We also enjoyed other fun/outreach events this summer including a Bon Fire.    We had our annual 
family picnic at Robert Treman park where Paul Tally shared a devotion with us.     We enjoyed a 
Thursday night trip to "Sweet Frog" where we made our own frozen yogurt dish and ended the 
summer with a movie, pizza and cake at Mike and Vickie's in honor of Courtney Paris leaving for 
college. 
 
We sadly had to say some good-bye's this summer.  Nick and Aidan Lynch moved to Arizona at the 
end of July.  We already miss them, but we take comfort in knowing that God has a plan and 
purpose for the Lynch family!   Courtney Paris left for Houghton College on August 28th.   We will 
miss her, but know she'll be back to visit on weekends and holidays!   We pray that Nick, Aidan and 
Courtney keep growing in their walk with God! 
 
As we enter a new season in September we welcome Rory Walker to the group.  She started with 
us at the beginning of the summer.   We are definitely down in numbers, but not in spirit!    We are 
excited about where God is going to take us!   Look for the first event on Sunday, September 20th 
where we will play "Minute to Win It".    Be sure to invite a teen you know! 
 
Amplify Youth Fellowship is for grades 7-12 and  in the fall and winter meets in the youth room on 
Sundays from 12:30-2:00 p.m.    
 
 
 

 Copper Coins invites you to join them at the Sayre Christian Church 
on September 19th from 1-6 p.m.   Copper Coins will be playing toward 
the end of the day.   It is a multi-band event with a bounce house and a 
daylong VBS and other activities for area kids and adults.   It is mission 
themed.  They are partnering with an organization to Feed the Hungry 

and will be packing food at the beginning of the event.   They encourage an "admission fee" of 
canned foods to deliver evenly to the valley food pantries, shelters, etc.   Amplify will be 

participating.    We invite you to come out and support not only Copper Coins, but the mission of 
feeding the hungry! 

 

 



Junior youth group has had an amazing time over the summer!  
 In May, we learned about how God made us special just the way we 
are.  We made self portraits and visited Pastor's turtles. 
 June we had fun in the sun with water games; learning that God's 
love overflows just like the water did in our games. 
July was a big hit with a campfire, hot dogs, and s'mores!  It was a 
great time of singing, bonding, eating, and learning about Jesus. 

August was a "Hole in One" with our trip to DJ's golf course.  We all had a blast doing our best on 
the course, learning that Jesus loves us even when we make mistakes, and finished off the day 
with ice cream! 
 
Now that we are heading back to school, we've challenged 
each other to invite a friend from school to join in on the 
fun and learn more about Jesus.  Our next meeting is 
Monday, September 21st 4pm-5pm. We are going to be 
playing games and discussing what else we can share 
besides toys.  Remember to invite a friend. 
 
October will be here soon; be sure to plan on attending this month's jr. youth group!! We are 
meeting Monday, October 12th.  We will be "Leafing Love"  for our fellow neighbors in Waverly.  
This means we are going to be raking leaves for a few families in town as well as leaving them a 
gift from us.  This will be a lot of fun and a great witness to our community. We will finish our time 
with a special treat too!! 
 

 Over the course of the next 2 months, we will be 
encouraging the youth to bring in items for the Operation 
Christmas Child boxes.  We are aiming to fill 3.  If you 
would like to donate a few items for our boxes to help us 
meet our youth group goal, please see Lynda Sindoni. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Chicken Bar-B-Que, 
Vintage Goods & Bake Sale 

Saturday, September 26, 2015 11a.m. to 2p.m. 
$6.00 for halves, $8.00 for dinner 

The Helping Hands Ministry (part of the Bridge) 
515 Chemung Street, Waverly, NY 

(formerly Quinlan Park)

  



 

 
September is:  WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

Stretch Forward  
“…one thing I do:  Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 

win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”   
Philippians 3:13-14 

     For the months of September and October, we will be receiving our World Mission Offering which will 
go to support our four missionaries throughout the world.  Our goal is to give $2,400, or $600 to each 
missionary described below. 
     Matt & Lori Mann are missionaries who serve in Laos and Thailand.  In Laos, Matt & Lori work with 
street children, slum children, and girls who have been sold or are at high risk of being sold to human 
traffickers.  In Thailand, Matt is also involved in leadership development and rural community 
development. 
     Wayne & Katherine Niles serve as missionaries to Interchurch Medical Assistance in Democratic 
Republic of Congo.  They are involved in full time service with IMA/ECC affiliated health & development 
activities in the Congo.  They help to fight starvation with disease resistant and high protein food crops 
and help Congolese farmers generate income for many decades with a new variety of palm tree that 
produces abundant oil. 
     Dan & Sarah Chetti serve at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary in Beirut, Lebanon.  They are the 
first IM missionaries in Lebanon.  Dan teaches and mentors at the Seminary, while Sarah ministers to 
women in prison. 
     Tim & Patti Long serve in Baja California, Mexico.  Patti serves as a special education teacher at a 
grade school in Tijuana that reaches the most vulnerable of the city's young people, it's children with 
special needs.  Tim serves in leadership development through Baja Baptist Seminary teaching present 
and future church leaders. 
     Give generously and expectantly to the World Mission Offering as, together, we help people 
everywhere come to Christ, grow in their relationships to God and change their worlds through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Thank you! 
 

“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  2 Co 9:11 

 
Other Missions News: 

 Fresh Veggies for our neighbors!  Thank you gardeners for bringing in your surplus vegetables.  
They were handed out to our neighbors on Tioga Street and were very much appreciated! 

 Valley for Christ (VFC):  As of the printing of this newsletter, $449 was received towards our 
$500 goal!  Thank you to all who gave! 



 

.  September 2015 Events Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 
 

  1  
7:00 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 
 
 

2 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 

3 
6:45 p.m. 
Diaconate Meeting 

4 5 

6 

9:45 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

 
 
 

8 
7:00 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 

9 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 

10 
6:30 p.m. Trustees 
Meeting 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
1:30 p.m. Ladies 
Fellowship 

13 

9:30 Kid's Choir 
9:45 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Worship 
After church 
Coffee-Hour Ice 
Cream Floats 
 

14 
7:00 p.m. 
Fellowship 
Meeting 

15 
6:30 p.m. First 
Fruits starts 
7:00 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 

16 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 

17 
7:00 p.m. Christian 
Ed Meeting 

18 19 
9:00 a.m. Men’s 
Bigger Breakfast 
Corning 1st Baptist 
 
Fellowship 
Spaghetti Dinner 
(Time to be 
announced) 

20 

9:30 Kid's Choir 
9:45 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Worship 
12:30-2:00 
Amplify 
2:00 p.m. Living 
Waters Meeting at 
1st Baptist in 
Bath, NY 

21 
NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES DUE 
4:00 p.m. Junior 
Youth 

22 
6:30 p.m. First 
Fruits 
 7:00 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 

23 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
7:00 p.m. Missions 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 26 
Men’s Breakfast & 
Fellowship at 
Bren’s 8 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 

9:30 Kid's Choir 
9:45 Sunday 
School 
11:00 Worship 
12:30-2:00 
Amplify 

 

28 
 

29 
6:30 p.m. First 
Fruits 
7:00 p.m. Prayer 
Meeting 
 

30 
6:30 p.m. Choir 
Practice 

    

 



 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 

1   Brad Appleton 

2  Robert Ingham 

2  Josephine Seymour 

5  Sandra Callison 

8  Cliff Casterline 

10  Elizabeth Fritzen 

12  Cheyenne Skinner 

13  Christina Norton 

 

 

 

 

 

16  Anniv:   Scott & Sharon Slater 

21  Jean Patterson 

22        Henry Harden 

24  Anniv:  John & Joan Bean 

26   Steve Levering 

30  Jamie Levering 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church 
Lincoln Avenue and Tioga Streets 

Waverly, NY 14892 
Rev. Steve Dygert 
Phone: 607-565-9593 
  
E-mail: waverlyfbc@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: fbcwaverly.weebly.com              
 
Kid's Choir:  Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
Amplify (7th-12 grades):  Sundays at 12:30- 2:00 p.m. 
First Fruits Creative Ministries:  Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings:  Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Choir:  Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 
Men's Breakfast:  4th Saturday of the month at 8:00 a.m. 
. 
 
Staffed Nursery and Junior Church 

September 2015 PRAYER CALENDAR 


